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section standing out rather conspicuously. Book I treats the causes of the 
war; Book II, the war in 1914; Book III, the war in 1915; Book IV, the war in 
1916; Book V, the war in 1917; and Book VI, the war in 1918. While this strict 
chronological approach may not be the ideal one, it gives the teacher an organi- 
zation which is at least easy to manage. Other valuable teaching aids to be 
found in the book are the illustrations which have been selected and prepared 
with the utmost care. The author's own comment regarding them will suggest 
their value: "I have devoted almost as much research and thought to the selec- 
tion and preparation of the illustrations and maps as to the text itself. They 
represent a comprehensive survey of French, Italian, and German as well as of 
British and American illustrated periodicals and official photographs. They 
will, I hope, repay study. They tell much that the reader will want to know, 
which I felt could be better told in this way than by direct description. So far 
as I know, this book is the first to contain any number of illustrations from Ger- 
man sources. I have particularly attempted to show how the various nations 
sought to rouse patriotism and stimulate endeavor by graphic methods. Many 
of the illustrations are therefore in themselves historical material, and show 
better than mere description can the spiritual attitude toward the war of the 
various combatants." 

Leaders of the Great War contains short biographies of Marshals Joffre, Petain, 
Foch, and Haig, Lord Kitchener, Admirals Beatty and Sims, David Lloyd George, 
Georges Clemenceau, General Pershing, and President Wilson. What the 
author had in mind when writing these biographies is expressed in the preface as 
follows: "Although the main purpose has been to show the human side of each 
man, and to emphasize through anecdote and stories of early life the development 
of the personal qualities that have helped him to succeed, there is included a full 
account of his achievements in the war. Taken all together, the sketches cover 
the principal battles of the western front and the work of the British and Ameri- 
can navies. The characters of the political leaders have in themselves afforded 
an opportunity to stress the ideals of democracy." 

Besides the very readable accounts of the services the foregoing leaders 
rendered in winning the war, the book contains additional references at the close 
of each biography and a four-page glossary at the end. This latter aid is almost 
indispensable in a book dealing with the war on account of the great number of 
names it must contain with which both the teacher and the pupil will need help 
in order to pronounce correctly. 



Report of the Commissioner of Education. 1 — The report of the Commissioner 
of Education for the 1918-19 school year will constitute an important document 
in the annals of American education for several reasons. In the first place, it 
reflects the readiness with which a democratic school system can make adjust- 
ments to new social and economic conditions. Higher education, for example, 
was using its equipment and organization in the training of a student army. 
Moreover, higher education soon found itself carrying on higher educational 

' Report of the Commissioner of Education for the year Ended June 30, 1919. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1919. Pp. xvi+226. 
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work among the American Expeditionary Forces. Likewise, vocational, com- 
mercial, industrial, and agricultural education were using their equipment and 
organization to meet the demands created by the World War. 

In the second place, the report reflects the problems which turn up in a 
democratic school system as a result of social and economic changes. Thus, the 
problems of teacher-training and teacher-salary constitute two of the most 
serious educational problems for educational legislation to dispose of. 

Again, the report indicates how the pressure of a national emergency reveals 
the weak spots in our democratic school system. For example, the wide prev- 
alence of venereal disease among young men examined for service was indicative 
of a serious shortcoming in health education. Likewise, the national emergency 
produced by the World War revealed shortcomings in our educational efforts 
toward Americanization. 

The report is divided into three parts. Part I deals with different aspects 
of education in the United States. The following are among the topics treated: 
Americanization, educational hygiene, teacher-training, teachers' organization, 
educational legislation, and vocational education. Part II deals with education 
in certain foreign countries. Part III describes the activities of the Bureau of 
Education. Among the activities treated are: Americanization, civic education, 
community organization, home education, and educational extension. 



Annual Report of Federal Board for Vocational Education. 1 — The third annual 
report of the Federal Board for Vocational Education, created by federal enact- 
ment in 1917, has recently been issued. The report appears in two volumes. 
A good notion of the nature of the report can be gained by reference to an abridged 
table of contents. Volume I — "Vocational Education." Part I — Progress 
and Needs of Vocational Education: national needs; agricultural education; 
home economics education; trade and industrial education; present status of 
state and industrial education for girls and women; promotional work needed 
to develop trade and industrial education; commercial education; employment 
management; publications since June 30, 1918. Part II — Summary of Progress 
by States. Part III — Statistical Report. Volume II — "Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion": vocational rehabilitation of disabled soldiers; awarding training with full 
support; utilization of existing educational agencies; training in home communi- 
ties; placement training; organization; work accomplished; statistical tables. 



The report of a Bureau of Educational Research? — The research movement in 
education has made great headway within the last decade. We have come more 
and more to study educational problems through scientific research. The interest 
in the research movement in education is in part reflected in the increasing number 
of bureaus of educational research which have been and are being established in 
connection with city and state school systems and schools of education. In 

1 Third Annual Report of the Federal Board for Vocational Education. Volume I: "Vocational Educa- 
tion," pp. 256; Volume II: "Vocational Rehabilitation," pp. 56. Washington: Federal Board for Voca- 
tional Education, 1919. 

• "First Annual Report, Bureau of Educational Research," University of Illinois Bulletin, Vol. XVII. 
No. 9. Urbana: University of Illinois, 1919. Pp. 78. $0.25. 



